Rubric for Senior Research Paper—AAST                                                                                             [Revised September 30, 2005]
	Criteria
	A (24-25)
	B (22-23)
	C (19-21)
	NY (Must correct errors

 to earn a “C”)

	Length

Requirement
	Meets length requirement of 8-12 pages (TNR 12 double-spaced)


	May contain less than 8 pages or isn’t TNR 12 double-spaced

	Source

Requirement
	Uses a minimum of 8 sources; contains at least 4 types of  primary and secondary sources; all sources are credible
	Has a minimum of 8 sources; contains 3 types of primary and secondary sources; all sources are credible
	Has a minimum of 8 sources; contains 2 types of primary and secondary sources; all sources are credible
	May contain less than 8 sources; no variety of sources; sources aren’t credible

	Introduction

& Conclusion
	Has a well-developed introduction that states the need for research; has a logical conclusion
	Has an introduction that states the need for research and a reasonable conclusion
	Attempts an introduction that states the need for research and attempts a conclusion
	May lack an introduction or conclusion

	Content/

Development
	Body is fully developed with accurate, relevant information; correctly incorporates paraphrased information; correctly incorporates interview material, graphs, and charts (if applicable); consistent and appropriate tone throughout paper; excellent control over content/ development/ organization
	Contains adequate and relevant research information; few, if any, errors in paraphrased information; incorporates interview material, graphs, and charts (if applicable); good content/ development/ organization may be uneven; consistent and appropriate tone
	Attempts to provide adequate and relevant information but research information is limited; paraphrasing may be uneven in some places; interview, charts, and graphs (if applicable) may not be smoothly integrated; consistent and appropriate tone throughout most of paper; some content/ development/ organization may be uneven
	Research details may be absent or confusing; body may not reflect research but resembles learning log or rudimentary facts; may demonstrate no synthesis of ideas; may be straight from the original source

	Internal Citation

(MLA format)
	Has correct internal citations
	Has few, if any, errors in internal citations
	Has few errors in internal citation 
	May have serious errors in internal citation

	Works Cited Page

(MLA Format)
	Correct and complete Works Cited page
	Has few, if any,  errors in Works Cited page
	Has few errors in Works Cited 
	May have serious errors in Works Cited page or no Works Cited page

	Conventions
	Is free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
	Is generally free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
	Has some grammatical or mechanical errors but errors don’t interfere with meaning
	Errors in Standard American English may be frequent and serious; they may interfere with meaning.

	Research

Materials
	Includes all research materials in order of Works Cited page; clearly labels research materials with bibliographical information; data used is highlighted
	Includes all research materials; labels materials; data used is highlighted
	Attempts to label and highlight research materials
	May not include all research materials; no materials are labeled or highlighted

	AAST Motto
	Best work, first time, on time
	May not meet all criteria of best work, first time, on time
	Does not meet best work, first time, on time


