Rubric for Junior Research Paper—AAST




[Revised February 7, 2007}


	Criteria
	A (33-35 points)
	B (30-32 points)
	C (27-29 points)
	NY (Must correct errors

 to earn a “C”)

	Source

Requirement
	Uses a minimum of 6 sources; contains at least 3 types of  primary and secondary sources; all sources are credible
	Has a minimum of 6 sources; contains 2 types of primary and secondary sources; all sources are credible
	Has a minimum of 6 sources; no variety of sources; all sources are credible
	May contain less than 6 sources; no variety of sources; sources aren’t credible (for example, Wikipedia, Geocities, personal home pages)

	Introduction

& Conclusion
	Has a well-developed introduction that states the need for research; has a logical conclusion
	Has an introduction that states the need for research and a reasonable conclusion
	Attempts an introduction that states the need for research and attempts a conclusion
	May lack an introduction or conclusion

	Content/ Development
	Effectively and insightfully develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates outstanding critical thinking, using clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position; correctly incorporates interview material, graphs, and charts (if applicable)
	Effectively develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates strong critical thinking, generally using appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position; incorporates interview material, graphs, and charts (if applicable)
	Develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates competent critical thinking, using adequate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position; interview, charts, and graphs (if applicable) may not be smoothly integrated; 
	Develops a point of view on the issue, demonstrating some critical thinking, but may do so inconsistently or use inadequate examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position; research details may be absent or confusing; body may not reflect research but resembles learning log or rudimentary facts; may demonstrate no synthesis of ideas; may be straight from the original source

	Tone
	Consistent and appropriate tone throughout paper
	Consistent and appropriate tone
	Consistent and appropriate tone throughout most of paper
	Inconsistent and inappropriate tone in paper

	Organization
	Is well organized and clearly focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth progression of ideas
	Is well organized and focused, demonstrating coherence and progression of ideas
	Is generally organized and focused, demonstrating some coherence and progression of ideas
	Is limited in its organization or focus, or may demonstrate some lapses in coherence or progression of ideas

	Paraphrasing/ Quoting/ Summarizing
	Correctly incorporates paraphrased and/or summarized information and/or quotations
	May have minor errors in paraphrasing, and/or summarizing, and /or quotations
	Has some errors in paraphrasing and/or  summarizing, and/or quotations
	May have serious errors in paraphrasing, and/or  summarizing, and/or  quotations

	Internal Citation

(MLA format)
	Has correct internal citations
	May have minor errors in internal citations
	Has some errors in internal citation 
	May have serious errors in internal citation

	Works Cited Page

(MLA Format)
	Correct and complete Works Cited page
	Has minor  errors in Works Cited page
	Has some errors in Works Cited 
	May have serious errors in Works Cited page or no Works Cited page

	Conventions
	Is free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
	Has minor errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
	Has some grammatical or mechanical errors but errors don’t interfere with meaning
	Errors in Standard American English may be frequent and serious; they may interfere with meaning.

	Research

Materials
	Includes all research materials in order of Works Cited page; clearly labels research materials with bibliographical information; data used is highlighted
	Includes all research materials; labels materials; data used is highlighted
	Attempts to label and highlight research materials
	May not include all research materials; no materials are labeled or highlighted

	AAST Motto
	Best work, first time, on time
	May not meet all criteria of best work, first time, on time
	Does not meet best work, first time, on time


**Papers that are less than the required 5 pages or are not printed in Times New Roman font (double-spaced) will automatically be scored “Not Yet.”


