AAST Junior Community Service Project

All juniors at the Academy are required to do a minimum of 20 hours of community service.  This service is an opportunity for students to make worthwhile contributions to the community and to practice and demonstrate core competencies and employability/lifeskills competencies.  It is a way in which students demonstrate what they know and are able to do outside the classroom and the school as they help others.

The components of the JCS project are listed below.  Some components will count as individual grades in your major class and your English class, but you will receive a final grade on the entire project which counts in all of your classes third quarter.  Available points toward your final grade are listed with each component.

1.   Learning Log—The learning log is a record of your daily activities and thoughts during the 20 hours of community service.  Your major teacher may ask you to turn in your learning log after each visit or may ask you to keep the entire log until you have finished all of your hours or may ask you to include your reflections each week in your regular learning logs. In each journal entry, record in detail what you did, what you learned, and what you felt about your day’s activities.  You will also verify your hours at the site on the JCS Time Log by getting a signature from a supervising adult to verify your hours for each visit.  (20 points)
2.   Research Paper-- Gather research information about a presidential candidate and issues related to Digital Communications and education to write a 5 page minimum paper; use at least 6 sources of information; record all information about the source of information such as titles of articles, books, magazines, journals; publishing information such as dates, copyrights, companies; Internet site addresses and date of download.  Check your rubric for specific requirements.  (35 points)

3. Reflective Essay—One of the purposes of doing community service is to become aware of societal issues that concern us.  As we do community service, we can gain a greater understanding of these issues and can become more involved in making a positive difference in the lives of others. When all of your hours are completed, and your presentation given, write a reflection of your community service activities. Discuss why you chose the particular community service and why it had meaning to you personally.    Tell what you learned in your community service that relates to your major or to another curricular area.  Discuss what you learned from your community service, how it benefited you, and how it benefited others. Discuss your research paper topic.  Discuss why your choose the candidate that you researched, discuss what you learned concerning their views on the issues related to digital communications and education in general. (2 page minimum, word-processed TNR 12, 1-inch margins)  (20 points)

4. Oral Presentation—In a 3-5 minute oral presentation, explain why you chose your community service, include comments on how your community service benefited you and benefited others, and what you would like your classmates and teachers to learn from your experiences. Explain how you feel about the candidate you researched and share the acts that you found out in your research. Create a PowerPoint presentation (with 8-12 slides) that organizes and presents your main points. Check your rubric for specific requirements.  (25 points)

Timeline for whole project:

Date: December 14, 2007 —The 20 community service hours must be completed; JCS Time Log is due with verification of hours.

Date : January 28, 2008— Begin research papers in English classes; major teachers may allow class time as needed.

Date: March 4, 2008 —Final drafts are due to English teacher, complete with internal citations, Works Cited page, and packet of research information used in your paper.   (Rough Drafts of 3-4 pages are due to English teachers on January 16, 2008)

Date: March 2008 — Oral presentations (3/13) and reflective essays (3/14)  are due.
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